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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
N A T I O N A L  O C E A N I C  A N D  A T M O S P H E R I C  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

Disclaimer:  The information contained within this briefing is time sensitive which should be taken into account while viewing.



• The potential for a significant winter storm is increasing 
for parts of north Georgia later this weekend

• A mix of wintry precipitation likely over a 24-hour period 
(snow/sleet → freezing rain/rain → back to snow) beginning late 
Saturday night, through Sunday night.

• Details on snow/ice accumulations remain uncertain but some 
parts of the area (northeast GA) could see > 0.25” of ice and/or 
3+” of snow

Overview



Weather Maps - Friday

• Dry and seasonal 
across the area

• Beginning to watch 
storm system over 
the Northern Plains 
as it dives south & 
east.



Weather Maps - Saturday

Evolution of 
forecast 
dependent upon:
• Strong high 

pressure building 
into New England.
• Development 

of CAD 
wedge in 
north GA

• Track of the low 
pressure system 
as it moves 
through the 
Southeast.



Weather Maps - Sunday

Evolution of 
forecast 
dependent upon:
• Strong high 

pressure building 
into New England.
• Development 

of CAD 
wedge in 
north GA

• Track of the low 
pressure system 
as it moves 
through the 
Southeast.



Setup: Wedge Front

Evolution of forecast 
dependent upon:
• Strong high pressure 

building into New 
England.
• Development of 

CAD wedge in 
north GA

• Track of the low 
pressure system as it 
moves through the 
Southeast.

Saturday Evening

Saturday afternoon



Setup: Wedge Front

Evolution of forecast 
dependent upon:
• Strong high pressure 

building into New 
England.
• Development of 

CAD wedge in 
north GA

• Track of the low 
pressure system as it 
moves through the 
Southeast.

Sunday Morning

Sunday morning



Battle of the “Wedge” vs. 
The Warm Nose

Key factors on where the
ice/snow line will set up 
dependent on…

• Track of the low pressure 
system as it moves 
through the Southeast

• How fast the cold-air 
damming (wedge) moves 
south & west ahead of 
the surface low.

Sunday Morning
Cold-air 
Damming



Location of that Surface Low?
Sunday morning

Uncertainty remains 
BUT models are 
beginning to zero in 
on a more southerly 
track, resulting in 
colder ice/snow 
forecast.

**Continue to monitor 
future updates**



How Critical is +/- 1°F ??



Possible Storm Evolution
Saturday evening

NOTE: DO NOT LOOK AT THESE GRAPHICS AS ACTUAL FORECAST –
RAIN/ICE/SNOW LINES WILL CHANGE!



Possible Storm Evolution
Saturday night (after midnight)



Possible Storm Evolution
Sunday morning



Possible Storm Evolution
Sunday afternoon



Possible Storm Evolution
Sunday evening



Uncertainty / Model Differences

GFS NAM

Model differences will continue over the next 2-3 days. Try not to get locked into 1 solution. We will continue
to narrow down the potential threats and impacts, timing, accumulations, etc.

Northern Low 
Setup

Southern Low 
Setup

Sunday morning



Snowfall Probabilities

% chance of > 1” snow % chance of > 3” snow
% chance of > 6” snow



Ice Accumulations?





Temperatures







Forecast Peak Winds

1 AM Sunday – 7 AM Sunday 1 PM Sunday – 7 PM Sunday

Strongest wind gusts 
expected Sunday AM 
through early afternoon

Winds decreasing 
through the evening 
Sunday to < 25 mph 
(after midnight)

7 AM Sun – 1 PM Sun



Expected Impacts



Summary
• The potential for a significant winter storm is increasing 

for parts of north Georgia later this weekend

• A mix of wintry precipitation appears possible over a 24-hour 
period (snow/sleet → freezing rain/rain → back to snow) 
beginning late Saturday night, through Sunday night.

• Details on snow/ice accumulations remain uncertain but some 
parts of the area (northeast GA) could see > 0.25” of ice and/or 
3+” of snow



NWS Peachtree City / Atlanta

• Phone: 770-486-1133

• Decision Support Page:
– http://www.weather.gov/ffc/dss

• Web: www.weather.gov/atlanta

• Twitter: @NWSAtlanta

• Facebook: NWS Atlanta

• YouTube:
– https://www.youtube.com/user/NWSPeachtreeCity

Next Briefing: Friday, January 14th (Time TBD)


